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What’s Old Is New Again 
The Reincarnation of The Cocoa Beach Surf 

Museum       By Sean O’Hare 

All my life I’ve watched my family, friends and neighbors 

spend their lives surfing. Not just participating in the act 

of surfing itself, but living the lives of surfers. 

     These people are constantly planning, albeit in an ever 

so subtle way, to get the most out of the next swell. All 

kinds of people with very different perspectives, passions 

and abilities, sharing the ocean and at some point sharing 

Cocoa Beach. 

     Now while I only go back to the 1970s, I know surfers 

who have combed the streets of Cocoa Beach looking for 

the perfect sandbar set up since the 1950s.  Some just 

passed through on their way north or south, while others 

are still fixtures at their local breaks.  

     On any given day in Cocoa Beach, you can go to a 

random street and find world-class surfers sharing waves  

with legendary surfers and newbies and about 

every skill level in between. 

     The geographical location of this barrier island 

 is probably the most logical explanation for the 

talent the area has nurtured. The sub-tropical 

climate, soft beach breaks, and lack of menacing 

rocks makes for some pleasurable learning  

experiences.  

     I’d also have to think that the laid back attitude of the 

town of Cocoa Beach has inadvertently facilitated the surf 

culture, and more than anything else over the years, this 

surf culture has in turn fed the level of talent and caused it 

to get constantly pushed forward. (Sometimes sideways.)  

In other words, it’s okay to go surfing and, in fact—in 

Cocoa Beach—it’s expected. Through the years, the names 

and faces have changed, as have the board sizes and the 

size of the crowds, but the mission, if you want to call it 

that, is always the same—to catch some fun waves with our 

friends. 

 

 

     We are a tribe of sorts, with our own history and culture 

that we respectfully acknowledge with our minds and 

cherish with our hearts. 

     It’s something to be proud of for sure, and while having 

grown up the son of a surfboard shaper in Cocoa Beach 

definitely makes me a bit biased, it doesn’t make me any 

less right. 

     I founded the Cocoa Beach Surf Museum in 1999, inside 

of a teeny little storefront at 24 North Orlando Avenue. 

Rent was $400 a month and the space was so small you 

could barely turn a longboard around. For two years, boxes 

of stuff kept coming through the front door filled with surf 

magazines, pictures, trophies, and all kinds of 

memorabilia. Garages and attics were cleaned out and 

people trusted me with their stuff, stoked to see it 

displayed and appreciated.  “Surf museum” was a 

relatively new concept around here, but the town’s people 

latched onto it quickly by volunteering and donated much-

needed funds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

Natural progression and the sheer volume of stuff made 

moving inevitable, so in 2000, The Cocoa Beach Surf  

Museum made its way to South Cocoa Beach alongside 

Natural Art Surf Shop, where the building itself was 

historical in nature, having been four surf shops since the 

early 1960s. And the shop was being run by a historical 

surfing family that took the museum under their wing and 

helped it along, just as they had done for so  many  local 

surfers.  The volunteer list grew and grew, as did the 

inventory and the list of local events being put on in 

support of the museum.  

Continued on Page 3 
 

 
 

Sean O’Hare 
(R) and Tony 
Sasso (L) at the 
former location 

The Cocoa 
Beach Surf 
Museum at 

Natural Art Surf 
Shop
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Ride On 
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JUST IN CASE . . . John Hughes couldn’t quite 

decide what to wear for the Cocoa Beach Holiday 

Parade, so he wore it all. In this getup, he probably 

grabbed more attention than Santa himself. As the 

first public appearance of the newly reformed Cocoa 

Beach Surf Museum, it was a risky move. As it turned 

out, a little levity is just what we needed. Thank you, 

John, for being brave and a little wacko.  

 

  Joining John in the parade were Chuck Savard, 

Jessie Restivo, Melody DeCarlo, and Sean O’Hare.  

The Cocoa Beach Surf Museum is so happy to be 

back. With some low-key events already scheduled, 

we’re on our way to recapturing the essence of the 

Cocoa Beach aura. We won’t ignore any surfing 

history, no matter where it occurred, but we’re here.  

 

We dedicate this initial issue of Wave Lengths to 

Chris Harazda and Gaulden Reed, who both left us 

recently. In our way of understanding things, 

Gaulden’s passing was timely and Chris’s was not. In 

our way of understanding . . . These men who left us 

were like bookends. One old, one not so old, but 

perfectly balanced in their gentle spirits. Who ever, 

after meeting Chris, did not feel he had the wisdom of 

a much older man? And who ever, after meeting 

Gaulden, did not feel that he had the playfulness of a 

much younger man?  

 

  You could talk with Gaulden for five minutes and go 

away resolving to wake yourself up earlier, throw off 

the cares of the world and take a ROAD trip, for 

crying out loud.  

  

  Talk to Chris for five minutes and you resolved to 

remember it’s not about where you are in your body, 

but where you are in your spirit that counts. It’s not 

just about here and now—though it’s hard to imagine 

a person who was ever more present than Chris 
was—but about always being and never leaving.  

 

  So, here’s to you, guys. We all hope we’re not too 

hardheaded and dug in to learn something from the 

way you lived your lives. We’ll promise to think of 

you when we start to realize we’re worrying about 

something we can’t control—come to think of it, 

when we start to think there’s anything we can 

control. Well – maybe there’s one thing, and Tom 

Fucigna reminded us of it: 

 

Karma only comes back if you give it 

and Tradition only lives on if you live it 
         Tom Fucigna, in honor of Chris 

 

C’est la vie.  Que sera.  ’Til we meet again. 
 

See you in the water, Tony 
 

Photo Sean O’Hare 
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     In 2003, we outgrew that shop and agreed to 

merge with the East Coast Surfing Hall of Fame. This 

merger left the two entities as one and the new name 

became East Coast Surfing Hall of Fame Museum. 

This merger was followed by a generous facility 

donated by Ron Jon Surf Shop, and soon the East 

Coast Surfing Hall of Fame Museum opened to the 

public at the Ron Jon Watersports Facility on A1A in 

Cocoa Beach. 

     Although the merger was well received and 

applauded by the community, the mission of the 

ECSHF was narrower and eventually diverged from 

the grass roots feel that the Cocoa Beach Surf 

Museum had originally successfully developed.  

     So this past November, ECSHF Museum 

Executive Director (and former CBSM Chairman), 

Tony Sasso, and I (ECSHF Curator and CBSM 

founder) resigned from the ECSHF Board of 

Directors to resurrect The Cocoa Beach Surf Museum. 

     The Cocoa Beach Surf Museum will once again 

take on the task of preserving the surfing history of 

this little town and all the people who have made it 

one of the greatest surfing towns anywhere, while 

also acting as a cultural town center for all things surf 

related. This museum will actively engage the 

community in surfing culture through educational 

and special events, as well as community outreach 

programs for all ages.  

    CBSM will showcase many different types of 

surfing history and culture from all different time 

periods, perspectives, and parts of the world, as well 

as locally based exhibits about the history and lore 

that defines the area as one of the premier surf towns.  

     The Coast Beach Surf Museum will be 

restructuring for approximately six months, at which 

point we hope to be able to announce our new 

physical location.  

     Our tireless, all-volunteer organization is always 

growing and we could certainly use your help 

chronicling the stories, analyzing data, and piecing 

together surfing history, one step at a time, for future 

generations to appreciate. 

 

` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` 

Attention Paddlers!Attention Paddlers!Attention Paddlers!Attention Paddlers! Take the Day Take the Day Take the Day Take the Day    
Off!Off!Off!Off!   By John Hughes 

 Great news!  The Cocoa Beach Surf Museum will 

host a QuiksilverEdition Big Boards Clinic on April 

10th. Instructors will include Jamie Mitchell, one of 

the world’s top ocean athletes. They will display 

world-champion style in everything from long 

distance paddle boarding to stand-up paddle surfing.     
    At the Big Boards Clinic 

presented by Quik-silverEdition, 

legendary watermen will—for the 

first time ever—share their secrets of 

technique, training and toughness, 

focusing on both paddleboarding 

and stand-up paddling, covering 

everything from board skills to race  

strategy, from new equipment to nutrition, from 

strength training to surf style. 

     Whether you want to challenge Jamie’s record—

six wins at the Molokai to Oahu Channel crossing—

or just become a better paddler, whether you’re just 

getting started in stand-up paddling or see yourself 

surfing in 20-foot Sunset Beach, the Big Boards 

Clinic presented by QuiksilverEdition is your 

chance to learn from the very best. 

    This event is free (!) and will be held at the Holiday 

Inn, Cocoa Beach.  We expect to have lunch 

provided. The special Holiday Inn room rate for 

those wanting to stay overnight for this event is 

$89.99, and $7 per night goes to CBSM. Just mention 

the event when you make your reservation at (321) 

783-2271.  Flyers with additional details will be 

available at the Florida State Paddleboard 

Championships in March. 
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Join the Cocoa Beach Surf MuseumJoin the Cocoa Beach Surf MuseumJoin the Cocoa Beach Surf MuseumJoin the Cocoa Beach Surf Museum 

and help preserve surfing history.  Members receive a quarterly newsletter and special invitations to 

museum events.  New memberships include a museum T-shirt. 
 

(Check One) 

 
STUDENT  25.00   ______ 

 
SURFER  30.00  ______ 
 
STOKED    50.00 ______ 
 
OHANA (FAMILY)     60.00 ______ 
 
KAHUNA                 100.00 ______ 
 
PATRON                  500.00 ______ 
 
CORPORATE        1,000.00 ______ 

 
 

Name  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Street ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone (     ) _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
T-Shirt size (Circle One):  S    M    L   XL   XXL 
 
Please mail your membership form and check to:  
The Cocoa Beach Surf Museum 
P.O. BOX 321453 
Cocoa Beach, FL 32932-1453 

 

________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 Museum  
 Members can  
 join Surfrider 
 at a discount! 
   

 

 Check One: 
Regular  ($15.00)  _______ 
Student  ($10.00)  _______ 
Family    ($35.00)  _______ 

 

What Surfrider Chapter are you interested in? 
(see http://www.surfrider.org/chapters1.asp for a 
list of chapters) 
 

__________________________________ 
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Tom Fucigna, Hobe Sound, FL 

1st draft June 2001. Revised Jan 23 2008. 
 

 
I see no monkeys in these men 

Don’t feel like I’m a branch in that tree 

Sense no savannas in the steel and pavement jungle  

Feels like it’s sucking the life out of me  
 

Take me down to the edge of the earth 

Throw my hairy white ass in the deep blue sea 
Where all that’s stacked up eventually falls 

Frees the rhythm of the water inside me 

 
 When life’s just a safari 

into the mundane 

and the every day of it 

is driving me insane 
I need to take a different trip 

to a place that no one’s ever seen 

need to make the great escape 
to where I’m never gonna be again 

 

Cyclic energy, never-ending revolution  
Rolls on through me where it comes to its demise  

Pushing the clock back.  Proving the solution 

Falls into place as the curtain starts to rise 

 
It’s the great escape. Each time a new journey 

It’s all circles from the surface to the soul 

I need to feel it, immersed in the reality 
A new beginning as the ending starts to roll  

 

When my day’s been another long trek 

that seems to never end 
and the same old same old 

is pushing me around the bend 

I need to take a different trip 
to a place that no one’s ever seen 

need to make the great escape 

to where I’m never gonna be again 
 

Just a little bit can get me back on my feet 

A fresh start as it tumbles to an end 

Just a few steps from the realm of roads and concrete 
Sets me up to face the world again 

  

EVENTSEVENTSEVENTSEVENTS    

 

First Tuesday of every month, 7 pm – Volunteer 

Meeting, Cocoa Beach Public Library 
 

TBA – CBSM Potluck Picnics – Watch your email 

for dates 
 

Sat., March 22, 7:30 am   
10

th
 Annual Florida  

State Paddleboard  

Championships,  

Shepard Park, Cocoa  

Beach (at the 44
th
  

Annual Ron Jon 

Easter Surf Festival)  

 
Sun., April 5, 2 pm – The Physics of Noseriding, 

with Jim McLaren, Cocoa Beach Public Library 

(Free) 

 
Thurs., April 10, 10 am –3 pm – Quiksilver-

Edition Big Boards Clinic with Jamie Mitchell, 

Holiday Inn Cocoa Beach (Free) 
 

Sat., May 3, 7 pm - Peru Travel Log, with Chuck 

Wafford, Cocoa Beach Public Library (Free) 
 

Sun., May 17, 2 pm – The Voice of the Sea Speaks 

to the Soul – Miami to Jacksonville Paddle, with 

Wyatt Werneth, Cocoa Beach Public Library (Free) 
 

Sat-Sun, June 14-15 – 7th Annual Waterman’s 

Challenge, behind Holiday Inn, Cocoa Beach 
 

TBA – Balsa Bill & Island Attitude 2
nd
 Annual 

Paddle Challenge 
 

TBA – 2
nd
 Annual 22-Mile Paddle Challenge, Lee 

Wenner Park, Historic Cocoa Village 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Gaulden Reed was never at a loss to express 

himself. What he had to say is better than 
anything we could come up with 

 

"Life is tenuous and when you are dead you are 
dead for a long time. God said go do it, do 

everything you can." 

 

"I'm used to politicians trying to throw me off 

the beach, but I'm still there." (1978) 
 

"I feel sorry for those people who don't surf.  
They don't know what it means to be alive." 
 

 

"[People] 

should take 

their bathing 

suits to work 

and take 

advantage of 

what we have." 
 

"I remember when a prostitute cost $1.50." 
 

“I hope that surfing will keep giving us surprises 

all along, which it always does.” (2004) 
 

“About 1934, we started making our own boards 

and surfing and it changed our whole life. I hope 

I’ll be around another 30 or 40 years, but if I’m 
not, we got the best of it. We didn’t miss a dance. 

We’re going to keep on and wear out what’s left 

and we’re gonna go slidin’ in sideways and say 

we had a hell of a time. (2004) 

 
 

 
 
 

Ever notice how people leaned in when Chris 
talked?  
 

“The trick is to allow the heart to govern one's 

affairs.” 
   

 

 

 

 

 

Mimi Munro 
was among the 

friends who 
watched 
Gaulden’s 

ashes sink 
where he had 
lived. Photo 

Cindy Caron 

 

 
 

 
I think a lot of older guys would really 

benefit by adding a fish to their quiver, as 

they would suddenly discover that they're not 
really as old and out of it as they thought 

they were. 

 
The fish is a Time Machine, and it reawakens 

youthful moves and outlooks in guys like me. 

There is a flow that we came to know in the 

early 1970s, and which many have lost as 
they've "matured" into their 40s and 50s. But 

the fish awakens a sleeping dragon. I highly 

recommend the true Lis fish design - not 
these tiny swallowtail thrusters people call 

"fish" today - the real true fish. (2005) 
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Pics by Debbie Tweedie – 
except the one she’s in! 

 FIRST POT LUCKFIRST POT LUCKFIRST POT LUCKFIRST POT LUCK    



 

 

 

 

 
First Annual 22-Mile Paddle Challenge was a great success, with 
every manner of craft.  Jim McCrady and Alan Engle (above) came 
all the way from Ft. Lauderdale for the event.  Andy Compton (R) 
came from Cocoa.  Photos by John Hughes 

 
Kris Maki caught up to Woody Brown 
while she and Lance were in Hawaii 
recently to renew their wedding vows.  
Photo Lance Maki 

 

Daytona News Journal, July 12, 1962 

 


